The James E. Fitzgerald Award commemorates the life and ministry of the late Reverend Monsignor James Edward Fitzgerald from the Amarillo Diocese.  Monsignor Fitzgerald was an early leader in the ecumenical movement in the state of Texas, immediately after the end of the Second Vatican Council.  He has been credited with a pivotal role in the formation and initial endeavors of the National Association of Diocesan Ecumenical Officers (NADEO), the predecessor of the Catholic Association of Diocesan Ecumenical and Interreligious Officers (CADEIO).  Nominations for the award are received from the rolls of diocesan ecumenical and interreligious officers, past and present.  Since the award was established in 1979, forty-six individuals or organizations have received the honor including four cardinals. 



